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MOODY GARDENS® FACT SHEET AND ATTRACTIONS PROFILES 

 
Rainforest Pyramid: The first built of the three pyramids is a 10-story glass structure that is home to 
more than 1,000 species of plants and animals.  After a $25 million enhancement in 2011, visitors are 
able to experience more rainforest life from around the world, including Africa, Asia and the Americas.  
Many of the animals within the pyramid are free-roaming, like the Cotton-Top Tamarin and White-Faced 
Saki monkeys. 
 
Aquarium Pyramid: The blue pyramid is the largest pyramid on the Moody Gardens property, but also 
the largest aquarium in Texas.  With 1.5 million gallons of water, the building houses life from five 
distinct ocean environments, and the collection in this popular pyramid includes seals, sea lions, sharks, 
thousands of fish and more than 100 penguins. A $37 million multi-phased renovation was completed in 
2017, ensuring Moody Gardens’ guests enjoy a fun and awe-inspiring experience wonderfully 
complemented with conservation messages that underscore the vital importance of the oceans. Visitors 
travel from the Gulf of Mexico to South Atlantic, South Atlantic, South Pacific, North Pacific and 
Caribbean. Each ocean exhibit highlights different marine sanctuaries and aspects of our relationship to 
the seas. There are also a variety of new exhibits and surprises, including the addition of the tropical 
Humboldt penguins and touch tanks featuring jellies, stingrays and other crustaceans.  
 
Discovery Museum: Traveling exhibits that explore the world of science are showcased in the pink 
Discovery Pyramid. Starting Oct. 5, guests can now experience Skeletown. This interactive exhibit 
examines bone biology, human and animal bone specimens and how bones are part of cultures all 
around the world.  
 
MG 3D Theater: The giant 3D screen in this theater is the biggest in Texas, measuring 60 by 80 feet.  In 
November 2014, the theater unveiled the world’s first state-of-the-art Giant Screen 6 Primary Laser 
Projector System. Audiences see films nearly three and a half times brighter than standard theaters, 
with vibrant colors and new 3D glasses technology. Along with the theater’s top-of-the-line surround 
sound system, this new laser projection further distinguishes the MG 3D Theater as one of the premier 
cinema venues. Most of the films highlight the wonders of nature and history, as well as the importance 
of conservation. 
 
4D Special FX Theater: The theater and seating in this special attraction adds a whole new dimension to 
life.  High-definition 3D projection combines with seat sensors, leg ticklers, wind, snow, scent and water 
splashes to engage all the senses. Shark: A 4-D Experience and San Andreas 4-D Experience are now 
showing.  
 
Colonel Paddlewheel Boat: The Colonel is a charming 675-passenger, 1800s-style paddlewheel boat 
that takes guests on hour-long cruises around Offatts Bayou.  

 
Palm Beach: As the only white-sand beach in Galveston, Palm Beach has become a huge attraction  
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during the summer months. Moody Gardens spent $5 million in 2011 to add a lazy river, wave pool and 
water slides to the seaside adventure park, which also includes a splash pad, spray arches and a sand 
volleyball court. Enjoy the concert series Bands on the Sand each Friday and Saturday night with live 
music, capped off with a fireworks show over Offatts Bayou. 
 
Sky Trail® Explorer Ropes Course: Challenge your agility, balance and strength as you encounter the five-
tier Ropes Course that is open year-round. Ranging from Criss-Cross Tight Ropes to Burma Buckets, the 
81-foot Ropes Course is filled with 48 fascinating obstacles suitable for the whole family to enjoy. 
Children who are shorter than 48 inches can also take on an adventure of a smaller scale on the Sky 
Tykes™ Ropes Course. 
 
Moody Gardens Zip Line: Thrill seekers can take adventure to a whole new level at the Moody Gardens 
Zip Line, open year-round. Snap into the harness, step to the edge of the zip line platform and glide over 
Palm Beach and the Lazy River 60 feet in the air for a bird’s eye view of the Moody Gardens Pyramids 
and tropical gardens. 
 
20,000 Leagues Under The Sea – An Interactive Adventure: Captain Nemo and his famous Nautilus 
submarine are embarking on their next voyage and for this dive, YOU will be a part of the crew! You will 
help operate the ship, choose which direction it travels, activate the on-board camera, and interact with 
the fascinating sea creatures you’ll encounter: a sting ray, an anglerfish, a leatherback sea turtle, a killer 
whale, even a colossal squid. Leading the dive is Deep, a robotically enhanced pufferfish that can – and 
will – have one-on-one conversations with you! Along with his helper robots, Echo and Torque, Deep will 
escort The Nautilus to a spectacular coral reef, ice caves in the Antarctic, an ancient lost city, undersea 
volcanoes, and more! Anchors aweigh and full steam ahead!   
 
Festival of Lights: Every November-January, Moody Gardens features the largest holiday lighting display 
on the Gulf Coast.  More than one million lights in over 100 animated displays illuminate a mile-long 
trail, enhanced by live entertainment, ice skating, a Texas-sized Arctic Slide, pictures with Santa and 
special holiday feasts.  
 
ICE LAND: Ice Sculptures: Moody Gardens presents ICE LAND: Ice Sculptures, a magnificent exhibit 
featuring large ice sculptures that offers a frosty complement to the Festival of Lights. A skilled team of  
professional ice carvers take 2 million pounds of ice and transform them into majestic displays ranging 
from holiday-themed sculptures to your favorite animals and characters. Chilled and held at a 
temperature of 9 degrees, you can witness these works of art as Galveston makes its holiday transition 
into a Winter Wonder Island. 
 
Moody Gardens Hotel, Spa and Convention Center: Moody Gardens Hotel, Spa and Convention Center 
offers a unique tropical setting for business or pleasure with the most updated and user-friendly 
services on Galveston Island, highlighted by excellent customer service. A $20 million hotel 
enhancement features upgrades that can be seen throughout the entire hotel from the lobby, corridors, 
guest rooms, business and fitness centers, restaurants, meeting spaces, spa and public areas. This AAA 
4-Diamond rated resort hotel has 428 guest rooms, fine and casual dining, a full-service salon and spa, 
and more than 60,000 square feet of conference and convention space.   
 
Moody Gardens Golf Course: Just down the road from the main property is the Moody Gardens Golf 
Course, which is ranked one of the top three courses in the Houston area and one of the top 50 courses 
in the U.S. This par-72 seaside course has five sets of tees to accommodate golfers of any playing ability.  
 

Moody Gardens is a public, non-profit, educational destination utilizing nature in the advancement of 
rehabilitation, conservation, recreation, and research. 
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